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had become integrated in the democratic
State; it had, of late, practised self-abnega-
tion to the point of abdication. Its downfall,
consequently, came with the military defeat
of bourgeois democracy and the collapse of the
State. It did not succumb in a fight of its
own; it shared the death of the system which
had reared it. It became " illegal" when
there was no more democratic legality.
There are many French Socialists, how- "
ever, who have remained true to their
ideals, and once they have reorganised
themselves on new lines, they may look
forward to a growing following. Let me
express what they feel and hope in their own
words. Here is the first declaration issued
by a group of intrepid French Socialists,
clandestinely circulated in France and
smuggled out of the country in September,
1940:
The great mass of the Socialist Party, true to
the policy laid down by recent Party Congresses
(at Royan, Montrouge, Nantes), condemns with*
out quarter the members of Parliament who, on
the zoth of July in Vichy, surrendered the des-
tinies of France to Marshal Petain, that inveterate
reactionary and fascist, and to the corrupt clique
of Pierre Laval. Those members of Parliament,
by their vote, have placed themselves riot only
outside the Socialist movement but outside
democracy.
The   newspaper  L'Efforf,  organ  of Messrs..